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EXDIS, FOR LEWIS FROM VELIOTEX 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS :0 VIP (WALTER F. MONDALE) 

SUBJECT: VICE PRESIDENT VISIT TO ISRAEL 

REF: VELIOTES - VIETS TELECON 6/12/78 

1 . FOLLOWING IS WHITE HOUSE SUGGESTED STATEMENT ANNOUNCING 
VISIT. CURRENT THINKING IS THAT STATEMENT MIGHT BE RELEASED 
AS EARLY AS WEDNESDAY. PLEASE GIVE US YOUR COMMENTS ON 
THIS TEXT FIRST THING TUESDAY MORNING. WOULD ALSO LIKE YOUR 
VIEWS ON WHETHER SIMULTANEOUS USG-GOI STATEMENTS WOULD BE 
IN ORDER, KEEPING IN MIND THAT HOST FOR VISIT IS U.S.- 

ISRAEL FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY RATHER THAN ISRAELI GOVERNMENT. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 149303 

2. BEGIN TEXT: PRESIDENT CARTER ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT VICE 
PRESIDENT WALTER F. MONDALE HAS ACCEPTED THE INVITATION OF 
THE ISRAEL- AMERICA FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY TO VISIT ISRAEL FROM 
JUNE 30 TO JULY 3, 1978 IN CONNECTION WITH THE"CELEB RATION 

OF ISRAELI 30TH ANNIVERSARY. THE VICE PRESIDENT WILL CON- 
VEY THE CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES OF PRESIDENT CARTER 
AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TO THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL ON THIS IM 
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PORTANT ANNIVERSARY. HIS VISIT UNDERSCORES THE DEEP AND EN- 
DURING TIES OF FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED 
STATES AND ISRAEL. END TEXT. 

3. WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE ANY SUGGESTIONS YOU MAY BE ABLE T 
COME UP WITH ABOUT SUITABLE GIFT. THINKING HERE HAS BEEN 
FOCUSED ALONG LINES OF SOME DOCUMENT SYMBOLIZING THIRTY 
YEAR TIES BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES, BUT IDEAS ON ALTER 
NATIVE ITEMS REPRESENTING E.G. HISTORY OF JEWS IN AMERICA 
(SOMETHING FROM THE NEWPORT, R.I. SYNAGOGUE?) OR ARTIFACT 
NOW IN U.S. HANDS THAT MIGHT RELATE TO LONG UNBROKEN PRE- 
SENCE OF JEWS IN PALESTINE/ISRAEL HAVE ALSO BEEN DISCUSSED. 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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